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MINING Lais OF FRENCH RQUATCRIAL AFRICA, WEST 
- AFRICA, CAMEROUN, AKD ToGut. = | 


By Paul M. Tyler® 


_, FOREWORD 


This paper presents one of a series of digests of foreign mining legisla- 
tion and court decisions which is being prepared in advance of a general re- 
port relative to the rights of American citizens to explore for minerals and 
to own and operate mines in various foreign countries, This interpretation _ 
of the minins laws of specified French possessions in Africa nas been prepared’ 
from the best information available in Washington, but is released subject to 
correction and amplification, if necessary, by the proper American diplomatic 
and consular officers, to whom it is being referred through the courtesy of 
the Department of State. 


France controls large areas on the african continent, but the various 
Colonies and Dependencies are administered more or less independently. Algeria 
is under the direct jurisdiction of the Ministry of the Interior, and its miny — 
ing laws are eseentially the same as those of the mother country. ‘Tunis and — 
Morocco are attached to. the Ministry of Foreign affairs; separate digests of 
the mining laws of these respective colonies have already been prepared by the © 
United States Bureau of Mines. The present paper covers all other French : 
territory on the continent of Africa except Somaliland, a rather small Colony 
including the port of Djibouti near the point where the Red Sea joins the 
Gulf of Aden. Available information indicates tnat the prospects of mineral 
production in this eoraey apart from salt and gypsum, are not at all en- 


couraging,® 
INTRODUCTION | 


The largest of all French possessions, eight times tig aren: bf France it-_ 
self, is French west Africa, which includes some 14 million square miles of 
the Sahara Desert, along with various contiguous territories extending to the 


7 “The Bureau of Mines will welcome reprinting of. this article, provided the 
following footnote acknowledgment is used: "Reprinted from U. S. Bureau . 
of Mines Information Circular 6716. 7 

€ Chief engineer, rare metals and nonmetals division, U, S. Bureau of Mines, 

3 Dreyfuss, M., La Geologie et les mines de la France d!'outre—-mer: Paris, 
1932, Pe 290, 
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coast. The avproximate vopvlation of this vast region is around 14} millions, 
of wnich in 1926 only avout 13,500 were non-African races. There is a Governor- 
General at Dakar but the direct administration of each of the nine component 
Colonies is under a local Lieutenant-Governor. The following Colonies con- 
prise the group: (1) Senegal, (2) French Guinea, (3) the Ivory Coast, 

(4) Dahomey, (5) French Sudan, (6) Upper Volta, (7) Mauritania, (8) Niger, aad 
(S$) Circle of Dakar and Dependencies, Properly speaking there is no Mines 
Service in French West africa, Its functions are performed at Dakar by the 
Mines Section of the Inspection Generel for Public Works and in the various 
Colonies by the mining engineer attacked to local Public Works Services. The 
Geological Service, on the other hand, was centralized at Dakar in 1930, field 
work being done in the dry season and office work at Dakar during tne wet sea- 
son, 


Tozo and Cameroun are French mandates (formerly German) under the French 
hiinister of the Colonies. The former is administered by a Commissioner and 
the latter by a Governor; each has its own Mines Service. 


..° French Equatorial africa or French Congo comprises a group of four 
Colonies (Middle Congo, Gabon, Oubangi-Chari, and Tchad) under a Governor- . 
General, The total area is about 14 times that of the mother country. The 
Mines Service has its seadquarters at Brazzaville. The geologists report to 
toe Mines Service. 


In Somaliland, which is administered by a Governor, a geologist is 
attached to the Service for Public Works and Mines. 


MINERAL RESOURCES 

The various Colonies of French West Africa and Togo are reported* to con- 
tain deposits of bauxite, bismuth, bitumen, chromite, copper, gold, gypsun, 
iron, lead, limestone, manzanese, mica, phospnate rock, quartz, tellurium, tin, 
titanium, tungsten, and zircon; but gold (mucn of it mined by natives), 
ilmenite sands (at Dakar), and salt are the only minerals commercially pro- 
duced. The chromite denosits in Guinea and Togo are probably of commercial 
importance, but the manganese deposits of French Sudan, although similar to 
those of the Gold Coast, are too cecceeenure) being many aanesce of miles 
from the coast. 


In French Equatorial Africa and Cameroun, copper ores have constituted 
the only commercial mineral product. Lead, zinc, and silver accompany the 
copper in Niari and Djoue deposits, but in minor amounts. (Graphite has been 


4 Jones, L. M., Mineral Production of the World, 1924-1929; Min. Resources 
of the United States, Part 1, 1932, p. 897, 

© Hubert, H., La Geologie et les mines de la France a! outre-mer: Chap. IV, 
Afrique occidentale frangaise et Togo. Publication of the Bureau a! dtude: 
geologiques et miniéres coloniales,. Reno 1932, pp. euerecrs 
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noted near Franceville and in Oubangi-Chari, where alluvial diamonds are like- 
rise reported, Iron ore is available in several localities, but coal nes not 
been found, being absent in the extrusions of the strata (Karroo system) from 
Which it is obtained in the Belgian Congo. Bitumen has been discovered and 
somewhat favorable indications of peuponea have ‘been developed in prospecting, 


a 


- SOURCES OF Lali 


General, observations on French colonial legislation with the titles of 
the principal mining laws for each Colony have been compiled by a special 
committee and published recently in Paris. Tre present paper has been pre- 
pared by abstracting and comparing the original texts as published in the 
Journal Official of the French Republic, and all references herein, unless 
otnerwise noted, are to the basic decrees for tne respective Colonies, namely: 


French West Africa, October 22, 1924 (subsequently modified, with 
respect to reserved zones, by decree of July 31, 1927). 

Togo, November 26, 1927, 

Cameroun, May 20, 1928. 

French Equatorial africa, July 6: 1926 (subsequently modified, with 
respect to reserved zones, by decree of July 8, 1926). ; 

Somalilend, July 6, 1859 (subsequent ly modified, with respect to 
rescrved zones, by decree of March 13, 1928, wnich also rendered 
apolicable to tunis Colony the decree of July 31, 1927). 


All French possessions in africa except algeria and Tunisia were formerly 
covered by the mining law decree of July 6, 1899. In the case of French West 
africa the reasons given for issuing a new decree were chiefly to ratify local 
customs as regards gold prospecting and to encourage the search for oil. In 
transmitting the new decree with respect to French Equatorial Africa, the 
dinister of the Colonies mentioned the desire to avoid mqnopolies and inade- 
quate exploitation under concessions and to assure for the Colony an equitable 
share of the proceeds of mining. With respect to Togo special attention was 
given to the protection of native labor, and the law for Cameroun differs from 
that of Togo only as regards preexisting mining rights, 


The basic decrees for all the Colonies except Somaliland are drafted on 
sO nearly the same plan that the numbering of the articles is in many cases 
Identical, where there is a slight aifference in numbering, the present 
baper follows the sequence of the law for French jest Africa, 


5 Demay, A., La Geologie et les mines de la France d'outre-mer: Chap. V, 
Afrique equatoriale frangaise. et Cameroun, Paris, 1932, pp. 241-284, 

7 Comite d'etudes minieres pour la France d'outre-mer: Annuaire, Paris, 
1932, 376 pp. 
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CLASSIFICATION 


uineral deposits are divided into quarries and mines. (Art. 2.) 
quarries comprise all deposits of building materials, fertilizers, and similar 
substances except nitrates and associated salts and phosphates. Peat bogs are 
classed as quarries, (art. 3.) In French Equatorial aftica, deposits of cer- 
tain substances may, according to tneir ultimate use, be classified simultan- 
eously as quarries and as mines. Questions as to proper classification may te 
Gecided by the Minister for tne Colonies witn the advice of the Colonial 
Committee for Public Works, (art. 4.) The title to deposits classed as 
"quarries" is not separated from the surface rignts, and quarries consequent- 
ly do not come within tiie province of the mining laws ez:cept as regards in- 
Sspection and otner measures se preserving the security of the surface and 
tne safety of workers. : 


All minerals not eveuca we quarries are classed as mines, In French 
west africa, Togo, and Cameroun, mines - are divided into three categories Qs 
follows (art. 6): 


1, Precious metals and precious stones. 
«2. Oil, gas, bitumens, and oil shale. 
5. <All otner substances, 


In French Equatorial Africa, precious metals | and precious stones are not 
separated, leaving only two categories. © 


Questions of legal Sisesie vention are decided by the Governor (French 
Equatorial Africa), Commissioner (Togo and Cameroun), or the Governor-General 
(French West Africa), 


OWNERSLIP AND ‘PROPERTY sade! 


Quarries Scions to the ormer of tne land. - Rient to exploit mines is ac- 
quired from: the State in accordance with tne provision of the mining law, 
following the issue of an exclusive prospecting permit. Subsoil rights for 
minerals of different categories may be a to: different persons for 
the same area, 


Prospecting permits. in.several.French’ Colonies are classed as real 
property, but in the areas under discussion tney are described as personal 
property. A prospecting curt may ‘be te onet erred but cannot be divided or 
mortgaged. (art. 10.) 


A mining concession senetiiedsaeal property distinct from ownership of 
the soil but of limited duration. (Art. 10.) Except that it may not be 
divided and is subject to certain other restrictions of. the mining law, it is 
conveyed like any other form of ‘real estate. — (12, ) ve 
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PERSONAL LICENSES REQUIRED - - 


In accordance with zeneral legislation extending to all but three of the 
French Colonies (decree of February 27, 1924), no individual or comany may 
undertake to-prospect or e:.ercise rights under a prospecting permit or mining 
concession without first obtaining a personal license (autorisation) from the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Commissioner, or corresponding administrative authority. 
(Fee, 100 fr.) The personal license is subject to cancellation oy the issuing 
official, who need not give his reasons therefor; but such cancellation cannot 
be made retroactive. (Art. 14.) : ° 


RIGHTS OF FOREIGNERS 


The provisions of the war-time decree of January 8, 1916, are continued 
(art. 15); these include the requirement: tnoat all companies forined for pros- 
pecting or mining. must conform to French laws and have their main office in 
Frence or in French Colonies. Three fourths of the directors of corporations, 
including tne president and active executives, mst be French, Exception. is 
made in Togo or Cameroun (mandates), however, where privileges are extended 
to citizens of the United States and: to those of all countries ns to 
the League of Nations. 


All mining companies must furnish a copy of oe eyiawe and list of 
members, administrative officers, directors, etc., and must keep the authori- 
ties informed of all subsequent changes in the organization or management. 
Sundry provisions in tne laws assure complete knowledge of the nationality 
of all prospectors and mining companies and their staffs and of those who 
gain control of mining or prospecting PAGAUE through eect purcnase, 
gift, or foreclosure, 


NATIVE MINING RESERVATIONS 


In the basic decree for French West Africa, article 17 provides for con- 
tinuing the customary rigkts of natives to obtain gold and other mineral sub- 
stances in districts traditionally exploited by them. No such provision. 
appears in the laws of the other territorial units discussed in this paper. — 
Such rights are not transferable to Europeans and are not enjoyed by natives 
woo are not indigenous to a particular district. Under certain circumstances, 
nowever, prospecting permits and concessions may be issued for areas in these 
native reservations, usually subject to continuance of native rignts or 
indemnity therefor. (art. 46.).— 


PROSPECTING PiRmMITS 
General.- A prospecting permit confers exclusive rights to search for 
deposits of the specified category witnin a designated area (subject in French 
nest Africa to the rights of natives). Friority of registration (with the 
Commandant of the Circle or the Chief of. the."Circumscription") carries with 
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it a prior right to receive a permit as against other applicants (arts. 20, 
25), but application in all cases must te preceded by actual location on the 
soil of a substantial marker either at the center or corners or, in the case 
of a dredging claim (in French west Africa only), at all four corners. To 
tuese markers must be affixed the date, name of tr.e applicant, and the 
category of mineral found. (Art. 21.) 


area.- The claim is in tne form of a squere whose sides are oriented true 
north and south and eest and west; In French Equatorial africa, each side is 
10 km. long; elsewhere it is 3 km. In French West africa, there is a special 
provision for a dredging claim following the ved of a stream bounded by 
parallel side lines and not more than 100 m. on each side from the center lire 
of the stream; the end lines are perpendicular to the center line, and the 
area is not less than 100 nor more than 400 hectares. (Art. 20.) 


If the boundaries of the claim as prescribed overlap an area previously 
granted for mining or prospecting minerals of the same category, the new claix 
shall be reduced by the extent of such overlap. Similar reductions are pro- 
vided in case of overlap with restricted or reserved areas. (Art. 20.) 


apeiteation.< The application should be delivered to the office of the 
Commandant of the Circle by the applicant or his accredited agent. However, 
it may be sent .througn the mails, although at the risk of the sender. If 
tne claim overlaps two circles, a copy of the application should be sent to 
the commandant of the other circle also. (Art. 23.) 


The application should set forth (1) the full name, title, nationality, 
and usual domicile of the applicant, together with nis chosen address in the 
colony or that of his representative, or, with respect to a company, tne name, 
main office, and the full name and address of its resident agent; (2) the date 
when the location marker was. set up and the wording of the notice thereon; 

(3) the situation of the area applied for; (4) the category of mineral and 
the name of the mineral actually discovered. | 


Separate application mast be made for each area and for each category 
of mineral applied for. 


To the application snould be attached (1) documentary evidence with 
respect to the eligibility of the applicant (as defined in arts. 14, 15, and 
16); (2) a map of the country wito the desired area indicated thereon; and 
(3) a map or sketcn (croquis) of tne surface on a scale of 1:10,000, oriented 
to the true north and indicating tne positions of the center or the corners 
of the claim (in the case of a dredging claim for at least one of tne corner 
stakes) with reference to one or more permanent landmarks easily recognized 
in = field;.and (4) a receipt for the deposit of the required fee. (Art. 
24, 


In French Equatorial Africa where the claim is large the fee is 500 
francs; elsewhere it is 100 francs per claim. (art, 22.) 
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After registration the application is forwarded to the Chief of the 
Mines Service, who cannot reject it except for the following reasons’ (Art.. 26): 


(1) If the application contains serious errors tiat cannot be corrected 
or if it fails to conform with the conditions specifically imposed in the 
mining law; : 

(2) If the area “iteelf is found to be situated. entirely (a) within an 
area already claimed with respect to minerals of the same category of (dv) 
within a reserved area or district}; 


(3) If the interested party | fails to furiiish the required informa- 
tion within a reasonable eis 


Rignt of appeal (to the’ Lieutehant- Governor or corresponding official) 
is granted (without prejudice to subsequent. court proceedings) within one 
month after denial by the. Chief of the Mines Service. (Art. 27.) 


puration.-— Except ‘in Fecal Equatorial Africa, where it is good for 2 
years, & prosvecting permit is valid for 3 yéars (art, 28), and in all the © 
regions herein discussed it may be renewed two or more times for additional 
periods of 2 years each,: even though a change. in ownership has taken place, 
Tae fee for tae first renewal-is 200 francs and for the second renewal 300 
francs (or double and triple tne original fee if over 100 francs) except in 
French Equatorial Africa :where the first renewal costs 500 francs and the 
second 1,000 francs (or be bag to and double the original fee if over 500 
francs). (art. 25.) 


& prospecting permit becomes null and void wren it expires, and unless a 
concession has been ss ara for ed area becomes open again for prospecting, 
(art. 30.) ee 


Disposal of product. Frospecting work which degenerates into exploita- 
tion is forbidden and subject to punishment by fine and imprisonment as illegal 
mining. (Art. 36.) Nevértheless, a prospector may freely dispose of con- 
cessionable minerals produced by his labors, subject to the payment of taxes 
and royalties for substances of like character, Ee also mst notify the Chief 
of the Mines Service, who furnishes a certificate of permission to ship. This 
authority is valid for 1 year and may be renewed. (Art. 34.) 


Cancellation.- Provision is made for withdrawal of a prospecting permit 
for specified infractions: of the mining laws, including failure to report - 
rithin one month the amount of production. (Art. 35.) 
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CONCESSIONS 


General.- Ti.e rignt to exploit mines is acquired only by obtaining a 
concession, and a concession can be applied for only by the owner of a valida 
prospecting permit covering tne same category of winerals in tne same area, 
(Art. 5.) 


A prospecting permit which nas not expired carries with it the right to 
obtain a concession. (art. 35.) Application therefor must be addressed to 
tre Chief of tie Mines Service at least 30 days before the permit expires and 
must be accompanied by the fee of 500 francs -- or 1,000 francs in French 
Equatorial Africa. (Art. 40.) This application should contain the same 
essential information as that for a prospecting permit as resards the identity 
of the applicant, the mineral, and the description of the area, together with 
the number of the prospecting permit and supvorting evidence relative to the 
nature and characteristics of the deposit found. (art. 40.) Registration of 
tue application may be refused only for failure to pay the required fee; anc 
if the prospecting vermit should expire before the concession is granted or 
denied, an extension is automatically provided. (Art. 41.) If the applica 
tion is in due form, it is forwarded by the Mines Service to the Lieutenant- 
Governor (or similar authority) and it is edvertised three times in the 
Journal Officiel at intervals of 15 days or more, a total of at least 3 montis 
being allowed to elapse after the first insertion, during wnich time an inves- 
tigation is made by tue Mines Service and the local authorities (Commandant of 
the Circle). The cost of such investigation is borne by the applicant. (art. 
44.) In the absence of effective opposition from otner interested parties, 
tie Lieutenant-Governor (or similar authority) issues tae concession subject, 
nmowever, to @ check up on tie boundaries within 6 months (Art. 49) and a final 
review after 3 years by & cowmittee of three members, one of whom represents 
the Mines Service, (Art. 46.) This committee considers whether the con- 
cessionnaire hes performed enough work to represent a normal exploitation of 
all concessions belonging to him and thereupon decides whether (1) to cancel 
the concession, (2) to extend it for anotner probationary period (not more 
than 2 years), or (3) finally to ratify tne concession. (Art. 57.) 


Area.- Tne unit area of a concession is a rectangle oriented due north 
and south and wholly within tiie area covered by the prospecting permit or (out 
side of French West africa) included witnin prospecting permits owned by the 
applicant. In F¥rench Equatorial Africa the area is not further limited, but 
elsewhere it may not exceed SOO hectares and the shorter side of the rectangle 
must be at least one fourth as long as the longer side. Dredging claims in 
French west Africa must conform to the conditions noted for prospecting permit 
(see p. 6, Area) and may not exceed 400 hectares each. (Art. 35.) 


As in the case of prospecting vermits, if tne area claimed overlaps areés 
previously granted for mining or prospecting minerals of the same category, 
the concession snall be reduced by the amount of such overlap. Similar rediic- 
tions are provided in case of overlap witn restricted or reserved areas, 
Special conditions covering native mining reservetions are discussed in the 
French west African law, (Art. 46.) 
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Fusion of two or more concessions may be permitted at the discretion 
of tne authorities but division is prohibited. (Arts. 51, 52.) 

Duration.— The period of.a concession is 50 years (75 years in French 
Equatorial africa) and it may be renered two or more times for additional 
periods of 25 years, provided the property has been worked with sufficient 
activity. Application for renewal should be addressed to the Chief of the 
Kiines Service at least 3 years, before the original concession expires (Art. 
39.) te 


Annulment.- The validity of a concession is always subservient to the 
existence of another valid prospecting permit or concession based upon a 
prospecting permit of prior issue. (Art. 48.) Failure to pay taxes and other 
charges may result in forfeiture (art. 56) and forfeiture may follow violation 
of provisions surrounding transfer of the property or the laws governing the . 
composition of corporate enterprises. (Art. 58.) A concession that is not 
kept in operation may be cancelled. (art. 59.) 


RENTS AND ROYALTIES 


a fixed surface rental of 2 francs per hectare increasing to 4 francs a 
hectare after 10 years (somewhat different in French Equatorial africa) is 
charged on all toncessions (art. 54), and in addition a royalty of 5 percent 
is charged on the value of the product at tne mine. In the case of mineral 
produced in prospecting, the rate is 7 percent. (Art. 55,) In French West 
africa, the basis of royalty may be changed after 1 year at. tne request of 
the concessionnaire to 10 percent of tne net proceeds; in the otner Colonies 
tuis change is to 15 percent and at the option of the Government. 


RELATIONS WITH LaNDOWNERS AND OTEER MINERS — 


- Walled enclosures, streams, and gardens cannot be occupied.without formal | 
consent of the landowner, and without the latter's permission no mine openings 
can be made within 50 meters of a dwelling or adjoining land, The laws and 
customs respecting graves must also.be observed. (Art. 60.) 


On the free public domain, a concessionnaire may freely occupy within the’ 
limits of nis concession all Tand necessary for his prospecting, mining, and 
tne mecnanical preparation of the product and also for ditches, canals, and 
communications, as well as markers and monuments -- subject to ‘approval of > 
the Governor. Ee may use any water not already utilized and cut timber 
necessary for his mining operations. Moreover, he has a prior right to ac- 
quire the surface rights for the same area. (art. 62.) 


If the land is occupied by natives, an annual rental must be paid for 
its use. If the use of the land for mining purposes tends to monopolize the 
land for more than 1 year or if it occasions destruction of crops or of the 
azricultural value of the land itself, it may be necessary to purchase the 
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land at a price wuicrc, in default of amicable agreement, shall be fixed by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, (Art. 63.) 


Frivate lands may be occupied for mining purposes in default of agree- 
ment with the owner only after authorization from the Government after a 
hearing with tne proprietor and witn the advice of the Chief of the Mines 
Service. The amount of indemnity may be decided in the courts. In the case 
of temoorary occupation the damages amount to double the net yield of the 
land, but if the landowner is deprived of the use of his land for more than 
& year, if crops or trees are destroyed, or if the usefulness of the land is 
impaired, the land mst be purchased outright at double its value at the time 
of occupation, (Art. 64.) Rights of way and other privileges outside of the 
concession are discussed in articles 65 to 67. Damage to adjoining mines ms‘ 
be recompensed (art. 6S), but neignboring owners may not oppose work necessary 
for drainage, ventilation, or safety work (art. 68), and if the neighbor ing 
min> benefits thereby compensation can be claimed. (art. 69. ‘yo 


Eolders of prospecting permits have. wintiar rights to those of con- 
cessionnaires a ae, with Beepeee to ecanetene oynerehye of surface rights. 
(art. 76. ) 


> vee 
eee 


MINE INSPECTION. » 


Tre usual provisions in French colonial law for supervision of mining 
operations by the Mines Service to assure health and safety of workers and 
protection of ae eee aeeneey are contained in peurcres. Soeloe 


» JURISDICTION AND PENALTIES © 


Appeal fon decietone. of: the igo tenants Governor may-be made before the 
Council of the State. (Art. 77.}-‘Cases involving overlap of claims are de- 
cided by the courts, advice :from:the Mines Service being entered as expert 
testimony. (Art. 78.) Cnaarges of: violations of the mining law may be 
brought by the judiciary police, agents of the Mines Service, and all other 
agents commissioned for this purpose’ by the Governor, Such charges constitute 
proof in the absence of proof to the contrary and eppegheron thereto must be 
entered within 30 days. (art. 790). wae 2 


A fine of froml, 000 to 26, 000 erence aaa capigeaheaty/ for from 3 months 
to 3 years are provided for, illegal exploitation. of precious stones or pre- 
cious metals, and the product igs confiscated. (art. 81. ) 


A fine of from 100 to 1,000: fades or ine Reouned i ‘for from 15 waage to | 
2 years, or both, 1s provided: for (1) false testimony. regarding the setting 
up of a claim marker, (2) willful destruction or tampering of claim monuments, 
(3) falsification as to date of.a prospecting permit, and (4) false declara— 
tion of identity or misrepresentation regarding otner essential matters in 
order to obtain a prospecting permit. (Art. 82.) 


922 a | —_ -~10- 


Google 


I.C. 6716 


linor infractions of the mining code are punisnable by fines of lesser 
anount, and imorisonment up to 1 year also may be-ordered in case of illegal 


ele tavion of deposits of otler than precious metals or stones. (Arts. 83 
and &4,) 


For a second offense the maximum fine and imprisonment must be imposed 
and it may be‘doubled. (Art. 85.) 


Those who have been imprisoned for infractions of the mining code be- 
come ineligible to chtain vrospecting permits or concessions for 3 years, 
and existing permits may not be renewed for a similar'period. (art. 87.) 


MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 


The Lieutenant-Governor (or similar authority) with the advice of the 


ines Service véy pramlgate resilations necessary for carrying out the pro- 
visions of tee minizxg law. (Art. $7.) 


The Mines Service (as organized under the decree of August 5, 1¢10) is 
charged witn the administration of tne mining laws. (Art. 98.) 


For tie pup te interest tne Governor-General in Privy Council may issue 
an order sucverding for 2 years tne rignut to obtain prospecting permits in 
jesignated regions. (Art. 9%.) Tiese covers with respect to the Ecuatorial 
and West African Colonies were Tirtzs: sirengthened by a decree dated July 31, 
1927. The Governor-General mé;7 5.29 reqerisition for Government use any minerel 
produced, sudject to suitable usyrent (shich may be settled by the courts). 
(art. 100.) He is further empovered to prohibit fusion of two or more mines 
under the ownership of the same individual or corporation, if such fusion 
apoears contrary to the public interest. (Art. 101.) 


Notice of the institution of prospecting permits or concessions as well 
as all chanzes, court decisions, etc., are registered in accorcence with the 
laws relating to real estate, Applications for and deliveries of prospecting 
cermits and concessions and virtually all official business relating thereto 
is advertised in the Official Journal of the Colony. 


Government employees, military officers, and soldiers in active service 
are fortidden to take an ective interest in prospecting or mining; personal 
license will not be accorded them. Employees of the Mines Service are for- 
btidden to take even an indirect interest. (Art. 13.) 


Tae exploitation of mines is considered an act of commerce, (Art. 18.) 
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I.C. 6716 
OIL AND GAS 


The provisions of the general mining law are all applicable to sub- 
stances of the fourth category except as provided for in articles 90 to %6 | 
(and subsequent legislation), The fees for prospecting permits and renewls | 
tuereof are larger, anda second renewal is contingent upon the performance | 
-of certain minimum working requirements. (arts. 91 and 92.) _ 


Provision is made for group cevelopment, work done on one claim being 
credited against the requirement for all the claims in the group. As in otzer 
French Colonies more credit is accorded for deep holes taan for shallow holes, 
(art. 93.) Royalties are reduced to 2.5 percent during the first 5 years for 
each of the first 10 concessions of this category which attain an annual out- 
put of 5,000 metric tons. (art. 96.) 


EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING RIGHTS 


Fy a Presidential decree dated May 14, 1950, exclusive general prospect- 
ing rights for 5 years were granted in French Equatorial Africa to the 
Oubangui Exploration Co. (Cie generale de recherches minieres de 1 'Oubangui) 
covering all minerals classed as "mines," except oil and gas, over a huge 
tract, subject to any previous existing rights. The elaborate contract in 
cludes sundry provisions to assure that any subsequent concessions shall be 
actively worked... 
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